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Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
Technology and its Applications

OBJECTIVE

Nowadays, the technology of Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), which has evolved since late 1980’s,
provides an efficient tool for managing, manipulating,
analyzing, and displaying huge volume of multi-layered
geographic information.

The objective of this intensive five days short course
is to introduce the participants to the principles and
concepts of GIS technology and its current and potential
applications.

COURSE TOPICS

The course will cover GIS functional elements,
GIS applications in Urban and Municipal Planning,
Infrastructure and Utilities Management, Environment
Protection, and Natural Resources Management. Other
relevant topics such as Spatial Data Structures, Users
Needs Assessment, GIS Planning and Implementation
are also included. Pertinent case studies of urban and
national GIS, in the region and abroad, will be presented.

PARTICIPANTS

Participants who will benefit most from this short course
are personnel whose operations and activities involve
geographic information. The course is also beneficial for
planners, engineers, and decision-makers who deal with
geographic information either on a periodical basis or on
a short and/or long-term planning basis.

COURSE FACULTY

This short course will be offered mainly by faculty of
City and Regional Planning at College of Environmental
Design, King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals
(KFUPM). Other guest speakers from public and private
agencies that are involved in GIS, such as Dammam
Municipality, Riyadh Development Authority, Saudi
Electricity Company, and Saudi ARAMCO, will be
invited to present their experience in this field.
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COURSE DATE AND TIME

This 5-days (Saturday to Wednesday) short course will be
repeated 8 times this year as per the following schedule:

1. July 25-29,2009
2. Aug. 15-19,2009
3. Oct. 31-Nov.4,2009
4. Dec. 12-16,2009
5. Jan. 16-20,2010
6. March 27 - 31,2010
7. May 15-19,2010

8. June 12-16,2010
The sessions of each short course are scheduled from
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM each day, with a break for prayer

and lunch from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM.

LOCATION

The course will be conducted in Room 102 in
Building 54 at KFUPM, Dhahran. Registration will start
at 8:00 A.M. on the first day of the course.
LANGUAGE

All of the short course sessions will be held in English.
Participants, therefore, are expected to have a basic
knowledge of English.

COURSE CERTIFICATE

A course certificate will be awarded during the graduation

luncheon to each participant attending all sessions of the
short course.

@

COURSE COORDINATOR

Dr. Bager Al-Ramadan, a Faculty member at City
and Regional Planning Department, and Chairman of
Architectural Engineering Department at College of
Environmental Design, KFUPM, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.
COURSE FEE

The course fee is SR 7500. This fee covers all tuition,
course materials, refreshments, daily lunch, and
graduation luncheon.

APPLICATION

To apply for attending this short course, please fill out the
attached application form and send it to the following address:
Box 5077, Continuing Education Programs

Deanship of Educational Services

KFUPM, Dhahran 31261, Saudi Arabia

Phone:  (03)860-2981 & (03)860-1250

Fax: (03)860-4770

Website: http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/crp/shortcourses

The application form can also be faxed to: (03)860-4770

Please note that the class size is limited to 20 participants.
Therefore, we encourage that you apply to this short
course as early as possible. The deadline for accepting
applications for this short course is 10 days before the
start of each course.

TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION

All participants of the short course are expected to make
their own travel and accommodation arrangements.
KFUPM has an arrangement with the following hotels to
provide a discount for the participants of KFUPM short
courses:

Dhahran International Hotel
Ramada Hotel, Dhahran
Gulf Meridian, Khobar
AI-Gosaibi Hotel, Khobar
Dammam Sheraton Hotel

Phone: (03) 330-5000
Phone: (03) 330-5444
Phone: (03) 864-6000
Phone: (03) 894-2882
Phone: (03) 834-5555

For further information, please contact:

Dr. Bager Al-Ramadan, Short Course Coordinator
City and Regional Planning Department

College of Environmental Design

KFUPM, Dhahran 31261, Saudi Arabia

Phone:  (03) 860-1176

Mobile: (050) 585-7630

Fax: (03) 860-3785

e-mail: bramadan@kfupm.edu.sa

Website: http://www.kfupm.edu.sa/crp/bager.html
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