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Section 1: Introduction 

1. The British Council in Saudi Arabia has developed a research collaboration program, 
enabling Saudi specialists to work alongside their UK counterparts. The program is 
supported by BAE Systems, the major British company with overall responsibility for 
the Al-Yamamah program.  The level of the BAE Systems contribution to the PDSR 
Program in 2009 is £155,000. 

 

2. The PDSR Program is unique to Saudi Arabia. It was designed to introduce staff at 
Saudi universities and other research institutions - most of whom have carried out 
post-graduate studies in the USA - to UK research methods and facilities for research, 
and also to increase awareness of the range and quality of British Higher Education. 

 

3. A researcher nominated to receive an award under the PDSR Program will make 
contact with an appropriate centre for research in the UK. The British Council can give 
advice in identifying the institutions and individuals with relevant research interests. 
Arrangements are then made by the researcher for an attachment to the UK institution, 
lasting between 8 and 12 weeks during June to September.  Since our policy is to make 
the maximum use of the grant and to minimize our administrative costs, it has been 
agreed here that all arrangements for finding a host institution in the UK, travel, 
accommodation etc will be the responsibility of the researchers concerned. 

 

4. The individual researcher receives a grant of £5,250 (£4,250 to be paid before 
departure to the UK and £1,000 on submission of the final report), towards the cost of 
travel and other expenses related to the attachment. 

 

5. Receiving institutions in the UK are requested to waive (or reduce) any bench fees. In 
exceptional cases, where this is not possible, the British Council may consider making 
an additional payment - up to a limit of £350 for the whole period.  Researchers should 
be aware; however, that the awards are not appropriate for supporting projects that will 
require substantial amounts of consumables or the hire of specialist equipment. 

 

6. Overall, the Program demonstrates an excellent partnership between advanced research 
capacity at UK institutions and the specialist interests and requirements of Saudi 
researchers.  

 

 

Section 2: Procedure of Participation 

1. After receiving the grant announcement from the British Council, an announcement is 
made by the University Research Office informing all Saudi faculty in the University to 
apply for the Scholarship and prepare research proposals by the specified date and submit 
them to the University Research Office. The research proposal should be filled according 
to the BC Grant Template available on DSR website. Researchers should however be 
aware; that the awards are not appropriate for the supporting projects that will require 
substantial amounts of consumables or the hire of specialist equipment.  
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2. The Research Committee reviews the proposal thoroughly in order to ensure that the 
proposal is written according to the Research Committee guidelines and criteria, prior to 
sending the same for review purposes.  It should be noted that preference is given to 
academics who have not studied in UK and have not received this award several times 
previously (with consideration given only in exceptional cases). While checking, the 
committee confirms the eligibility of the applicant to participate in the program, checks 
the candidate’s research profile, and also reviews, if applicable, any reports submitted by 
the candidate for the grant before.   

3. Each research proposal is sent to two internal referees who are experts in the area of the 
proposed research for their review. 

4.  The referees' comments are passed on to the applicants for revising their research 
proposals in the light of these comments. 

5. The proposals are subsequently discussed in the University Research Committee in detail 
and after the discussion; the applicants are ranked and selected on the basis of the number 
of positions offered.  During the selection process, preference is given to those applicants 
who have never availed this opportunity in the past and also to those who have not 
obtained their Doctoral Degrees from the U.K. 

6. A list of selected candidates together with their curriculum vitae, passport-size photos, 
final research proposals, approval from a university in the UK for a research attachment, 
and contact details (address, telephone numbers, mobile numbers, fax numbers, and e-
mails) is forwarded to the British Council before the due date. 

7. The University will hold a ceremony after the final selection of the candidates is 
completed.  The ceremony will be attended by the University Administration including 
the Chairman, Research Committee, a representative from the British Council, Dammam 
and all the selected candidates for the program.  The aim of the function is to enlighten 
the candidates about the Research Grants and also to distribute the honorarium checks by 
the British Council, Dammam. In addition, another important reason for this is to 
enhance the commitment of the participating faculty members and also to provide 
clarifications to them on all important points. 

8.  After returning from the Summer Program (lasting between 8 and 12 weeks), each faculty 
is required to complete a British Council questionnaire and submit a detailed final report 
on the research activities undertaken by them in the U.K. The activity must be completed 
within one month after the arrival. The faculty is also required to deliver a seminar in his 
own Department. 

9. A copy of the final report is forwarded to the British Council authorities for their 
information and necessary action. 

10. For any follow-up activity (such as staff visits, institutional links, new research groupings, 
research publications etc.) that takes place as a result of post-doc summer research 
scheme, BAE systems and British Council should be communicated. 

11. The Faculty members awarded this grant are required to report on the same date as 
announced by the Deanship of Faculty & Personnel Affairs. 

12. Since this award is presented in coordination with British Council, faculty members 
intending to apply are requested to visit the British Council website 
(http://www.britishcouncil.org/me-saudiarabia.htm) for more recent updates. 

 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/me-saudiarabia.htm



