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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING VEHICLE IGNITION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to vehicle control
systems, and particularly to a system and method for control-
ling vehicle ignition that uses radio frequency identification
tags embedded within vehicle keys to control ignition actua-
tion.

2. Description of the Related Art

Vehicle interlock and ignition control systems utilizing
radio frequency identification (RFID) tags embedded in
vehicle keys are known. An example of such a system is
shown in U.S. Pat. No. 6,898,489 B1, issued to Hayes, Sr.,
which is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety. Secu-
rity and access systems, such as that shown in the *489 patent,
use an alphanumeric code or the like stored in both the RFID
tag and in on-board vehicle memory. Ignition of the vehicle is
actuated only upon matching of the transmitted code.

Such RFID-enabled keys, however, can be “hacked” or
“cloned”, allowing unauthorized users to construct their own
keys or other RFID-containing articles with unauthorized
copies of the access codes being stored in the RFID tag. As the
unauthorized cloning of keys and other RFID-enabled
articles and devices becomes more prevalent, additional lay-
ers of security become more and more necessary.

Thus, a system and method for controlling vehicle ignition
solving the aforementioned problems is desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The system for controlling vehicle ignition provides three
separate levels of access to prevent unauthorized users from
actuating ignition of a vehicle. The system includes a radio
frequency identification tag having permanent computer
readable memory and volatile computer readable memory
associated therewith. The radio frequency identification tag is
preferably embedded within a vehicle key. A predetermined
permanently assigned authentication code is stored in the
permanent computer readable memory and a variable time
stamp is stored in the volatile computer readable memory.
The permanently assigned authentication code and the vari-
able time stamp are transmitted upon activation of the radio
frequency identification tag.

The system further includes a radio frequency transmitter
for activating the radio frequency identification tag and
directing the transmission of the permanently assigned
authentication code and the variable time stamp, along with a
vehicle-mounted radio frequency reader for receiving the
permanently assigned authentication code and the variable
time stamp transmitted from the radio frequency identifica-
tion tag. A clock or timer and vehicle-mounted computer
readable memory are in communication with the radio fre-
quency transmitter and the radio frequency reader, and are
integrated in a vehicle controller.

The vehicle-mounted computer readable memory stores
the permanently assigned authentication code and an access
time stamp generated by the clock or timer. The permanently
assigned authentication code transmitted by the radio fre-
quency transmitter is compared with the permanently
assigned authentication code stored in the vehicle-mounted
computer readable memory, and the vehicle controller gen-
erates a first authentication signal if the permanently assigned
authentication codes match.
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Similarly, the variable time stamp transmitted by the radio
frequency transmitter is compared with the access time stamp
stored in the vehicle-mounted computer readable memory
and a second authentication signal is generated if the variable
time stamp and the access time stamp match. The access time
stamp and the variable time stamp represent a previous actua-
tion of ignition of the vehicle.

Ignition of the vehicle is actuated if the key mechanically
actuates the conventional ignition switch and if both the first
and second authentication signals are generated. If both the
first and second authentication signals are not generated, then
ignition is prevented. Upon actuation of ignition, the variable
time stamp and the access time stamp are updated to reflect
the time and date of the present ignition actuation.

These and other features of the present invention will
become readily apparent upon further review of the following
specification and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an environmental, perspective view of a system
for controlling vehicle ignition according to the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of components in an exemplary
system for controlling vehicle ignition according to the
present invention.

Similar reference characters denote corresponding
features consistently throughout the attached
drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The system for controlling vehicle ignition 10 provides
three separate levels of access to prevent unauthorized users
from actuating ignition of a vehicle. As shown in FIGS. 1 and
2, the system 10 includes a radio frequency identification tag
16 having both permanent computer readable memory 30 and
volatile computer readable memory 32 associated therewith.
The permanent computer readable memory 30 may be any
suitable type of permanent memory, such as read only
memory (ROM) or the like. Similarly, the volatile computer
readable memory 32 may be any suitable type of volatile
memory, such as random access memory (RAM), program-
mable read only memory (PROM), erasable programmable
read only memory (EPROM), flash memory, or the like.

The radio frequency identification tag 16, the permanent
memory 30, the volatile memory 32 and a radio frequency
transceiver 34 are preferably embedded within vehicle key
12. Preferably, the vehicle key 12 is configured as a conven-
tional vehicle key, as shown in FIG. 1, including a conven-
tional key blade 22 for operating a conventional vehicle igni-
tion switch 14. This mechanical operation is the first of the
three levels of access for actuating ignition of the vehicle.

A predetermined, permanently assigned authentication
code is stored in the permanent computer readable memory
30, and a variable time stamp, as will be described in greater
detail below, is stored in the volatile computer readable
memory 32. The permanently assigned authentication code
and the variable time stamp are transmitted by transceiver 34
upon activation of the radio frequency identification tag 16
(the transmission signal is represented generally as 20 in FIG.
1). The permanently assigned authentication code may be a
conventional authentication code based upon the Electronic
Product Code (EPC) standard for RFID authentication.



US 8,779,893 B2

3

The system further includes a radio frequency transmitter
or vehicle-mounted transceiver 42 for activating the radio
frequency identification tag 16 and directing the transmission
of'the permanently assigned authentication code and the vari-
able time stamp (via transceiver 34). Preferably, the vehicle-
mounted transceiver 42 is coupled with a vehicle-mounted
radio frequency reader for receiving the permanently
assigned authentication code and the variable time stamp
transmitted from the radio frequency identification tag 16. A
clock or timer 36 and vehicle-mounted computer readable
memory 38 are in communication with the radio frequency
transceiver and the radio frequency reader 42, and are inte-
grated in a vehicle controller 18. Vehicle controller 18 further
includes a processor 40, which may be any suitable type of
stand-alone computer processor, a processor integrated into a
conventional vehicle computer, a programmable logic con-
troller or the like. The clock or timer 36 may be any suitable
type of clock or timer circuit, or may be a clock or timer
associated with the on-board vehicle computer. The vehicle-
mounted computer readable memory 38 may be RAM, ROM,
PROM, EPROM or any other suitable type of computer read-
able memory typically associated with on-board vehicle com-
puters.

The vehicle-mounted computer readable memory 38 stores
the permanently assigned authentication code and an access
time stamp generated by the clock or timer 36. The perma-
nently assigned authentication code transmitted by the radio
frequency transceiver 34 is compared with the permanently
assigned authentication code stored in the vehicle-mounted
computer readable memory 38, and the processor 40 gener-
ates a first authentication signal if the permanently assigned
authentication codes match. This is the second level of access
security in system 10.

Similarly, the variable time stamp transmitted by the radio
frequency transceiver 34 is compared with the access time
stamp stored in the vehicle-mounted computer readable
memory 38 and a second authentication signal is generated if
the variable time stamp and the access time stamp match. The
access time stamp and the variable time stamp represent a
previous actuation of ignition of the vehicle, generated by
clock or timer 36 and stored respectively in volatile memory
32 and memory 38. This represents the third layer of access
security in system 10.

Ignition of the vehicle (represented generally as 44 in FIG.
2) is actuated only if the key 12 mechanically actuates the
conventional ignition switch 14, and if both the first and
second authentication signals are generated. If both the first
and second authentication signals are not generated, then
ignition is prevented. Upon actuation of ignition, the variable
time stamp and the access time stamp are updated to reflect
the time of the present ignition actuation. Preferably, the
recorded time stamps include both time and date of ignition
actuation.

It is to be understood that the present invention is not
limited to the embodiments described above, but encom-
passes any and all embodiments within the scope of the fol-
lowing claims.

We claim:

1. A system for controlling vehicle ignition, comprising:

a radio frequency identification tag having permanent

computer readable memory and volatile computer read-
able memory associated therewith, the permanent com-
puter readable memory having a predetermined perma-
nently assigned authentication code being stored
therein, the volatile computer readable memory having a
variable time stamp being stored therein, the tag being
configured for transmitting the permanently assigned
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authentication code and the variable time stamp upon
activation of the radio frequency identification tag;

a radio frequency transmitter configured for activating the
radio frequency identification tag and directing the
transmission of the permanently assigned authentication
code and the variable time stamp;

a radio frequency reader for receiving the permanently
assigned authentication code and the variable time
stamp transmitted from the radio frequency identifica-
tion tag, the radio frequency reader being mounted in a
vehicle;

a clock mounted in the vehicle;

vehicle-mounted computer readable memory for storing
the permanently assigned authentication code and an
access time stamp generated by the clock;

means for comparing the permanently assigned authenti-
cation code transmitted by the radio frequency transmit-
ter with the permanently assigned authentication code
stored in the vehicle-mounted computer readable
memory and generating a first authentication signal
when the permanently assigned authentication codes
match;

means for comparing the variable time stamp transmitted
by the radio frequency transmitter with the access time
stamp stored in the vehicle-mounted computer readable
memory and generating a second authentication signal
when the variable time stamp and the access time stamp
match, the access time stamp representing a previous
actuation of ignition of the vehicle;

means for actuating ignition of the vehicle when the first
and second authentication signals are generated and pre-
venting vehicle ignition unless the first and second
authentication signals are generated; and

means for updating the variable time stamp and the access
time stamp upon ignition of the vehicle.

2. The system for controlling vehicle ignition as recited in
claim 1, wherein said radio frequency identification tag is
embedded within a vehicle key.

3. The system for controlling vehicle ignition as recited in
claim 2, wherein said variable time stamp and said access
time stamp include time data representative of both time and
date of ignition actuation.

4. A system for controlling vehicle ignition, comprising:

a vehicle key having a radio frequency identification tag
incorporated therein, the tag having both permanent
computer readable memory and volatile computer read-
able memory, the permanent computer readable
memory having a predetermined permanently assigned
authentication code is stored therein, the volatile com-
puter readable memory having a variable time stamp is
stored therein, the tag being configured for transmitting
the permanently assigned authentication code and the
variable time stamp upon activation of the radio fre-
quency identification tag, the vehicle key further includ-
ing a radio frequency transmitter for activating the radio
frequency identification tag and directing the transmis-
sion of the permanently assigned authentication code
and the variable time stamp;

a radio frequency reader configured for receiving the per-
manently assigned authentication code and the variable
time stamp transmitted from the radio frequency identi-
fication tag, the radio frequency reader being mounted in
a vehicle;

a clock mounted in the vehicle;

vehicle-mounted computer readable memory for storing
the permanently assigned authentication code and an
access time stamp generated by the clock;
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means for comparing the permanently assigned authenti-
cation code transmitted by the radio frequency transmit-
ter with the permanently assigned authentication code
stored in the vehicle-mounted computer readable
memory and generating a first authentication signal
when the permanently assigned authentication codes
match;

means for comparing the variable time stamp transmitted

by the radio frequency transmitter with the access time
stamp stored in the vehicle-mounted computer readable
memory and generating a second authentication signal
when the variable time stamp and the access time stamp
match, the access time stamp representing a previous
actuation of ignition of the vehicle;

means for actuating ignition of the vehicle when the first

and second authentication signals are generated and pre-
venting vehicle ignition unless the first and second
authentication signals are generated; and

means for updating the variable time stamp and the access

time stamp upon ignition of the vehicle.

5. The system for controlling vehicle ignition as recited in
claim 4, wherein said variable time stamp and said access
time stamp include time data representative of both time and
date of ignition actuation.

6. A method of controlling vehicle ignition, comprising the
steps of:

providing a vehicle key having a radio frequency identifi-

cation tag incorporated therein, the tag having perma-
nent computer readable memory and volatile computer
readable memory associated therewith;

storing a permanently assigned authentication code in the

permanent computer readable memory;

storing a variable time stamp in the volatile computer read-

able memory;
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transmitting aradio frequency activation signal to the radio
frequency identification tag to initiate operation of the
radio frequency identification tag;
transmitting the permanently assigned authentication code
and the variable time stamp to a vehicle-mounted radio
frequency reader in response to the activation signal;

comparing the transmitted permanently assigned authenti-
cation code with a permanently assigned authentication
code stored in vehicle computer readable memory and
generating a first actuation signal when the permanently
assigned authentication codes match;

comparing the transmitted variable time stamp with an

access time stamp and generating a second actuation
signal when the time stamps match, the access time
stamp representing a previous actuation of ignition of
the vehicle;

actuating ignition of the vehicle when the first and second

actuation signals are generated and preventing ignition
of the vehicle when the first and second actuation signals
are not both generated; and

updating the variable time stamp and the access time

stamp.

7. The method of controlling vehicle ignition as recited in
claim 6, further comprising the step of generating a time
signal representative of time of ignition of the vehicle, the
updating of the variable time stamp and the access time stamp
being based upon the generated time signal.

8. The method of controlling vehicle ignition as recited in
claim 7, further comprising the step of generating a date
signal representative of date of ignition of the vehicle, the
updating of the variable time stamp and the access time stamp
being based upon the generated time signal and the generated
date signal.



