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Prof. John Friedman - ‘The World Cities 
Hypothesis’ 

 Cities and urban development in general are closely 
tied to the changing organization of the global 
economy

 ‘While cities are social and political entities, the 
economic variable is paramount. Therefore, the form 
and extent of a city’s integration with the world 
economy, and the function assigned to the city in the 
new spatial division of labour, will be decisive for any 
structural changes within it’.

Urban development policies



Sydney – Urban development policies 

 Financial 
industries 

 Knowledge 
economy



Sydney – Urban development policies 



Sydney - Urban development policies



Melbourne – Urban 
development policies 

 Creative industries 
 Cultural economy



Melbourne – Urban development policies 

 Creative industries 
 Cultural economy



Brisbane – Urban development policies 

 Tourist industries
 Tourist economy 



Perth – Urban development policies 

 Mining & heavy industries 
 Industrial economy



Auckland – Urban development policies 

 Environmental industries 
 Environmental economy
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– The Transit City 
What shapes ‘YESTERDAY’ urban 
development in Australia & NZ? 



– The Transit City 
What shapes ‘YESTERDAY’ urban 

development in Melbourne? 



What shapes ‘YESTERDAY’ urban 
development in Melbourne?



What shapes ‘TODAY’ urban 
development in Australia & NZ? 



What shapes ‘TODAY’ urban 
development in Perth? 



What shapes ‘TODAY’ urban 
development in Auckland? 



What shapes ‘TODAY’ urban 
development in Auckland? 



What shapes ‘FUTURE’ urban 
development in Australia & NZ?
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Liveable Cities of the World 



b.
New directions 

in urban 
development 

policies

a.
Background

c.
Common urban 
development 
strategies

d.
New challenges



1. Peak Oil & Urban Planning

Peak of oil means ‘that 
volume of oil production 
declines in the sense 
that it will no longer 
meet rising global 
demand with likely result 
of high prices, 
potentially generating 
serious economic, social 
and environmental 
effects’





2. Public health & Urban planning









3. Climate Change & Urban Planning













‘Climate Change is first true ‘Global Problem’ 
… which requires a fundamental change in our 

cities and travel patterns’ (Low et al. 2003)



"The Crocodile Hunter“ - Steve 
Irwin


